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Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize the Central Associa-
tion for the Blind and Visually Im-
paired. 

Established in Utica in 1929, CABVI, 
as it is known, provides a wide range of 
opportunities for the blind and visually 
impaired, helping them to acquire job 
skills and training, good wages and 
benefits, and a greater independence 
and quality of life. 

In their important mission, CABVI 
employs a segment of our population 
that experiences among the highest 
levels of unemployment in the country. 

CABVI also provides vital health and 
rehabilitation services for people expe-
riencing vision loss. Their resources 
and services have improved the quality 
of life for many in our region, includ-
ing my late father who spent the last 7 
years of his life legally blind and con-
fined to a wheelchair. My family is for-
ever grateful to them for their care and 
kindness. 

Today I was honored to welcome to 
Washington my good friend Rudy 
D’Amico, president and CEO of CABVI; 
Robert Porter, public policy director; 
and Leta Laukitis, executive assistant. 
Joining them from the southern tier, 
colleague Ken Fernald, CEO of the As-
sociation for Visual Rehabilitation and 
Employment in Binghamton, New 
York. All joined by Jennifer Small, 
chief operating officer; John Ellzey, as-
sistive technology instructor; Katie 
Lawson, switchboard operator; and 
Chervelle Amaker, purchasing agent 
and buyer. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank them for their 
important work and their continued 
dedication to our community. I look 
forward to continuing to advocate for 
them throughout my time in Congress. 
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LET’S GET IT DONE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, Senate Republicans delayed a vote 
on their bill to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act. This is a bill that Repub-
licans wrote in secret. They allowed no 
input from the public or members of 
the Democratic Caucus, yet they still 
could not find the votes to pass their 
bill. 

Maybe that is because it eliminates 
health insurance for 22 million Ameri-
cans; it imposes an age tax on older 
Americans; it allows insurance compa-
nies to discriminate based on pre-
existing conditions; it slashes Medicaid 
and leaves Medicare to wither on the 
vine. But no matter the reason, the les-
son is clear: it is time for Republicans 
to give up on their effort to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act. 

The American people are benefiting 
from this law. Seniors like that they 
are saving money on prescriptions. 
Parents like that their kids can stay 
on their plan until they are 26. Workers 

like that their employers have to offer 
healthcare coverage. 

It is not perfect, but let’s work to-
gether to approve the Affordable Care 
Act to make sure it works even better 
for the American people. Democrats 
are willing to do that. If Republicans 
will give up the idea of repeal, we can 
work together to make the Affordable 
Care Act even better. Let’s get this 
done for our constituents and the 
American people. 
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WAYZATA GIRLS CHAMPS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Wayzata 
High School girls synchronized swim-
ming team, who recently won the Min-
nesota High School State Champion-
ship. 

The Trojans triumphed at the State 
meet last month, where the undefeated 
team earned the championship title for 
the 11th consecutive year. They faced 
tough competition, but Wayzata’s ex-
cellent figure scores put them over the 
edge to secure the win. 

This talented team of dedicated girls, 
led by Head Coach Hensel, worked hard 
all season, winning each of their meets 
by at least 11 points. That commitment 
didn’t stop at the pool. It is also in the 
classroom, where each of these stu-
dents excelled as well. 

Mr. Speaker, congratulations to all 
the members, athletes, students, teach-
ers, coaches, families, and fans of the 
Wayzata High School girls syn-
chronized swimming team on their out-
standing performance this season. 
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TAX BILL DISGUISED AS A 
HEALTHCARE BILL 

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I am angry. 

I am angry that Republicans are try-
ing to fool the American people. The 
Republican healthcare bill is nothing 
more than a tax bill disguised as a 
healthcare bill. 

TrumpCare is an almost $570 billion 
tax break for health insurance compa-
nies, pharmaceutical companies, and 
the extremely wealthy. It is a bill that 
asks working families to pay more for 
less: less coverage, less access, and less 
care. 

Recently, a concerned constituent 
called my office after discovering that 
his son would need surgery at birth for 
a heart defect and then subsequent sur-
geries later on. He wanted to know 
what he could do to stop TrumpCare 
and protect his son, who would be born 
with a preexisting condition and face 
thousands of dollars of cost throughout 
his life. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s pass healthcare 
legislation that invests in and protects 
the healthcare of all Americans, holds 
the healthcare industry accountable, 
and lowers cost. 

f 

1–YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF DALLAS 
POLICE SHOOTING 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, July 7, 
2016, is forever marked by the sadness 
and loss our community suffered when 
five Dallas police officers were gunned 
down in the deadliest attack for law 
enforcement in the United States since 
the September 11 attacks. 

These officers were killed as they 
protected Dallas citizens exercising 
their constitutional right to protest. 
They put their own lives on the line for 
the safety of others. 

Reflecting on the events of last July 
7, what stands out to me is the heroism 
of those who answered when duty 
called and a community that banded 
together during this tragic event. We 
are in the midst of an environment 
that can be deeply divided. We should 
all seek to follow the example of the 
Dallas community. 

I want to acknowledge former Dallas 
Chief of Police David Brown and offer 
my sincere gratitude for his leadership; 
as well as the Dallas Police Depart-
ment; first responders; the Parkland 
hospital; Baylor University hospital, 
where this iconic photograph was 
taken, for providing excellent emer-
gency care; and others who helped the 
victims of this attack. 

Mr. Speaker, we must recognize the 
sacrifice of the men and women and the 
critical role they played to protect our 
communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KELLY CRAFT AS 
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO CANADA 

(Mr. COMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
applaud President Trump’s selection of 
Ms. Kelly Craft as the next U.S. Am-
bassador to Canada. 

Canada is the number one export 
market for my home State of Ken-
tucky. Agriculture is the major indus-
try in my congressional district, and 
Canada is a critical export market for 
Kentucky farm products. As a result of 
our successful history of trade with the 
nation of Canada, I cannot think of a 
better person to lead relations between 
these two countries than my dear 
friend, Kelly Craft. 

Kelly was raised in Glasgow, Ken-
tucky, which is 30 miles from my 
hometown. She has a lifetime of 
achievements and is extremely quali-
fied. On a personal note, Kelly has al-
ways been there for and believed in me, 
and I am very appreciative of her sup-
port and friendship. 
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